Essential Social Studies Facts

Grade 5
Government
1. The legislative branch, headed by Congress, is the part of government that makes and passes laws.
2. The executive branch, headed by the President, is the part of government that carries out and enforces the laws.
3. The judicial branch, headed by the Supreme Court, is the part of government that interprets and applies the laws.
4. A democracy is a system of government in which political control is exercised by all the people either directly or through their elected representatives.
5. The Declaration of Independence, signed on July 4, 1776, was written to proclaim the reasons for breaking away from England.
6. The U.S. Constitution is the main law of our country. It is divided into a Preamble, 7 Articles, and 27 amendments.
7. The Bill of Rights are the first 10 amendments to the Constitution.
8. The First Amendment entitles people to freedom of religion, speech, press, and right to petition and assemble peacefully.
9. A person can become a U.S. citizen either by birth or by naturalization (person not born in the U.S. but has met the requirements to become a citizen).
10. A citizen’s responsibilities are to uphold the U.S. Constitution by obeying the laws, paying taxes, serving on Juries, and registering for selective service.
11. A citizen’s rights are freedoms guaranteed by the U.S. Constitution (example: right to worship freely, vote, etc.).
12. The essential characteristics of American Democracy:
· People are the source of the government’s authority

· All citizens have the right and responsibility to vote

· The powers of government are limited by law

· Basic individual rights are guaranteed by the Constitution.

Geography
13. Latitude lines are parallel lines that run east to west around the Earth.
14. The Equator divides the Earth into the Northern and Southern hemispheres. It is the 0º latitude line.
15. Longitude lines run north and south and meet at the poles.
16. The Prime Meridian divides the Earth into an Eastern and Western hemisphere. It is the 0º longitude line.
17. North America is one of the seven continents. It is located in the Northern and Western hemispheres.
18. The three largest countries located in North America are: Canada, the United States of America, and Mexico.
19. The two major mountain ranges in the United States are: the Rocky Mountains (west of the Mississippi River) and the Appalachian Mountains (east of the Mississippi River).
20. The Mississippi River runs north and south through the U.S. The source is in Minnesota and the mouth is located in Louisiana (Gulf of Mexico).
21. The Rio Grande River forms part of the border between the U.S. and Mexico.
22. The St. Lawrence River forms part of the border between the U.S. and Canada. It provides a route for ships to enter into the Great Lakes.

23. The five Great Lakes help to form the border between the U.S. and Canada. They are: Huron, Ontario, Michigan, Erie, and Superior (HOMES).

24. A compass rose is a small drawing on a map that shows cardinal and intermediate directions.

25. Cardinal directions are the four main directions: north, south, east, and west. 
26. Intermediate directions are the points between the cardinal directions: northeast, northwest, southeast, and southwest.

27. A scale is a way of showing distance on a map (Ex: 1 inch = 10 miles).

28. A map key/legend shows the meaning of various symbols on a map. (Ex: ● = city).

29. A map locator is a small map set inside a larger map to show the specific area being represented.

30. Physical maps show landforms such as mountains, plains, and valleys.

31. Political maps show cities, countries and states.

32. Thematic maps can show different topics such as migration routes, population, and climate.

33. Distribution maps show the location of resources such as oil, forests, and coal.
34. Globes and other geographic tools can be used to gather, process and report information about people, places and environments. 
35. Information displayed in circle graphs can be used to show relative proportions of segments of data to an entire body of data.

36. Cartographers decide which information to include in maps.
37. A renewable resource is a natural resource that can be regenerated if used carefully (Ex: air, water, fish and timber). 

38. A nonrenewable resource is a natural resource that is limited and cannot be replaced once it is used.

39. Changes to the environment can have positive and negative consequences (Ex: Building a dam would prevent flooding and produce electricity, but it could force people to relocate their homes and would change ecosystems).
40. The United States is divided into five regions: Northeast, Southeast, Midwest, Southwest, and West.

41. A region is an area with one or more common characteristics or features that makes it different from surrounding regions.

42. Some of the characteristics that define regions include: population,  climate, landforms, culture, and economic characteristics.
43. Cooperation and conflicts: Countries can have agreements or disagreements over trade, environmental issues, and immigration.

44. Population is the number of people living in a certain area.

45. Climate is the long term weather patterns for an area. (Ex: northeast – cold winters, warm to hot summers) It is influenced by the earth-sun relationship, landforms, and vegetation.

46. Landforms are physical features of an area. (Ex: mountains, valleys, lakes, rivers, plateau)

47. Economic characteristics are goods and services that are special to a specific area. (Ex. fishing, chocolate, lumber, and tourism in the Northeast region)

48. Culture is the practice and beliefs of a group of people from a particular region (of a country or the world). (Ex. religion, language, food, clothing, shelter, music, art, and dance)

People in Societies
49. An immigrant is someone who comes to a new country to live.
50. The native people of North America, called Indians, came to the Americas over 10,000 years ago from Asia.
51. Immigrants come to America for a variety of reasons, such as religious and political freedom, economic opportunities, and education.

Economics
52. Allocation methods are ways of distributing scarce goods and services.
· Prices
· First-come-first-serve
· Sharing equally
· Rationing
· Lottery
· Command
53. The price is the cost of something. (Ex: High prices will limit the total number of individuals able to afford to buy the goods/services.)
54. An example of first-come-first-serve is lining up at 3 am to be the first in line to buy an Xbox 360. 
55. Rationing is to limit how many goods/services someone can purchase. 
56. Lottery distributes goods/services by chance (Ex: 100 tickets available for a concert, names drawn out of a hat).
57. Command is a method of deciding who gets the goods/services and where they go (Ex: government decides who gets the goods/services).
58. Barter is trading goods and services for other goods and services without the use of money (Ex: I’ll wash your car if you help me with my homework).  
59. A need is what is necessary to keep you alive (Ex: food, water, air, and shelter).
60. A want is the emotional or physical desire to have or consume goods/services (Ex: Ipod, designer shoes).
61. Objects that are capable of satisfying people’s wants are called goods (Ex: bananas, coat, etc.).
62. Services are actions that are capable of satisfying people’s wants (Ex: restaurants, landscaper, teacher). 
63. A consumer is a person whose wants are satisfied by using goods/services.
64. A producer is a person who makes goods/services.
65. Economics is the system of how society produces enough goods/services to meet the needs of its people.
66. Interdependence is when people depend upon one another (for goods or services).
67. Supply is the quantity of a good/service that producers are willing and able to provide at various places during a given time period.
68. Demand is what the consumers are willing to pay to have a certain good/service during a given time period.
69. Law of Supply and Demand is the idea that when there is too large of a supply of a given good/service, the price usually decreases, OR when there is a high demand for a limited supply of goods/services, the price usually increases (Ex: In the winter, there is a high demand for snow plowing).

70. Natural Resources are materials found in nature (Ex: trees, water, and land).

71. Human Resources are the talents and skills of people that contribute to the production of goods/services.

72. Capital Goods are man-made materials needed to produce goods/services (Ex: machinery, equipment, and tools).

73. An entrepreneur is a person who organizes the use of productive resources to make goods/services (Ex: Levi Strauss and Bill Gates).

74. Opportunity cost (trade-off) is the value of the next best alternative given up when a choice is made (Ex: Give up a vacation for a new furnace).

75. Scarcity is the lack of sufficient resources to produce all the goods and services that people desire (Ex: In winter, there is a shortage of peaches).

76. Specialization means to concentrate production resources to produce only one kind of good (Ex: make candy canes only for the holiday season).

77. Division of Labor is the separation of the total work required to produce a good/service into individual tasks (Ex: In an ice cream store, there is a scooper, cashier, etc.).

78. Disparity of resources means that not all regions have the same quality and quantity of resources (Ex: Louisiana does not have many apples, but they have an abundance of shrimp).

History
79. A time line is a diagram that identifies events in history. It is in chronological order, which is the order that the events happened.
80. Multiple-tier timelines can be used to show relationships among events and places.
81. Exploration is to travel across water or land to discover new places.
82. European exploration and colonization had lasting effects, which can be used to understand the Western Hemisphere today.
83. Independence means to no longer be under the control of someone else (Ex: America wanted its independence from Great Britain so they would be free to govern themselves).
84. The Underground Railroad is a group of people who helped slaves escape to freedom along secret routes before and during the Civil War. 
85. Slavery is the practice of making one person the property of another (Ex: African-Americans were brought to America against their will in slavery). 
86. Industrialization is the use of machinery to increase the production of goods in a cheaper, faster way (Ex: The Industrial Revolution started during the 1800’s). 
87. Transportation is how people or goods are moved from one place to another (Ex: trucks, trains, planes, boats).
Ancient Civilizations
88. Early Indian civilizations (Maya, Inca, Aztec, Mississippian) existed in the Western Hemisphere prior to the arrival of Europeans. 
89. These Indian civilizations had developed: unique governments, social structures, religions, technologies, and agricultural practices and products.  
90. Aztecs were fierce warriors. They would capture natives from other tribes and they thought they would make the gods happy by sacrificing them at the temples. 

91. Mayan from 300 A.D. to 900 A.D. 

92. Mayans are known for discovering chocolate and using it for medicine purposes. 

93. Mexico, Mexico City was Tenochtitlan which is the center of the Aztec Empire
94. The peasants in the Inca Empire carried out most of the manual labor. 

95. The Inca peasants built roads and farmed. Many cut stone, too. Laziness was punishable by death. 

96. The Mississippians are a vanished culture. Once, they lived along the banks of the Mississippi River.

Miscellaneous 

97. Ohio is a Midwestern state.
98. The first settlers came to Mayfield in 1805. 

99. The Gates Mills Elementary school that you attend opened in 1926. 

100. Gates Mills is named after Holsey Gates and the mills that he began in this area. 

